
Orchid Lopez, Lead Nurse 
Franklin Police and Fire and Districtwide support 

                  

Being Collaborative 
Ms. Lopez readily makes herself available at 6:30 am to do a ride along to ensure 

student safety for bus drivers and aides, followed later by rushing from one 

campus to another to attend an IEP meeting or 504 meeting where expertise of 

students with special health care needs takes extra thought, time, and focus. She 

readily communicates with school personnel, Facilities, and district 

administration on district protocols and policies surrounding bed bugs, lice, 

MRSA, or state reporting requirements, among many other things. Ms. Lopez 

gives her cell so that if a student’s health care needs are in question, or a staff 

member needs support and guidance, she is readily available 24/7 with a smile, 

guidance, and clear direct support. 



 

Kristen Wherty, ESS Facilitator 
Camelback High School 

 

 

 
Being Compassionate 
 

Ms. Wherty demonstrates compassion to families who readily 
engage the school, seeking solutions on a steady basis for areas 

they find challenging or conflictual. Whether it be a parent seeking 
information on why a child is failing classes, or wanting the 

student to be identified as a student with a disability, or 
questioning the relationship between student and staff being 

positive and productive, Ms. Wherty works diligently to balance 
supporting teachers while listening with intent to families so that 

student needs could be met. 



 

Jana Barrett and JoAnn Ridge, SLPs 
Maryvale and districtwide AAC support 

 

                                             Being Creative 
Ms. Barrett and Ms. Ridge creatively look at ways to engage students more readily – through 

researching and writing grants; visiting other districts and programs, and going to Lowes for 

creating eye gaze stands with PVC pipe. They work tirelessly to support others in creating 

AAC plans for individual students throughout the district. They research and share ideas for 

increased use of AT and AAC in the classroom from eye gazes to alphabet boards to tactile 

symbols. Not only do they both commit daily to seeking solutions for students to increase 

communicative competence and be fiscally responsible when identifying communication 

systems, they creatively elicit their own family members to help support our students. Ms. 

Barrett offered up her dad to build stands as Ms. Ridge donated her dad who just laid 4000 

ft. of PVC pipe on his property. When there’s a will, there’s a way! 



 

Alicia Johns, ESS Instructional Assistant 
Metro Tech High School  

 

 
 

Being Conscious 
Ms. Johns has supported students within CBT and ESS Vocational program for over 
14 years, demonstrating support of exceptional student’s at all cognitive levels. Ms. 
Johns is multi lingual and multi-cultural, connecting with students at all levels. Ms. 
Johns is caring, helpful and has stepped up to learn non- traditional craft skills and 

tasks in order to effectively support students in the Commercial Building 
Maintenance class. Ms. Johns applies the new skills in working with the students to 
help them learn to complete these tasks. She goes above and beyond to connect with 
students, ask questions to support teaching and learning, and be seek to understand 

student backgrounds, experiences, strengths and needs.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Andrew Chapman, Physics Instructor and 
Gifted Facilitator 

Metro Tech High School 

 

Being Courageous 
Mr. Chapman seeks to understand systems in place that can enrich teaching and 

learning for exceptional learners. He initiates and responds to inquiries on 

CogAT analysis to deepen the understanding of test score interpretation that can 

lead to student course selection and placement in all content area and elective 

classes. He has worked with CEE IT, APIs from other schools, other Gifted 

Facilitators and a few feeder schools who have inquired about ways to best 

support gifted learners. He advocates for students, engaging in courageous 

conversations to begin Gifted Cluster classes and elicit interest in teachers 

obtaining their gifted endorsements so that students needs can more readily be 

met across the campus at large. 



 

Corina Gamboa Scott, ESS Teacher 
Alhambra High School 

  

                    

Being Committed 
Ms. Gamboa Scott shows daily commitment to student achievement by making herself 

available before and after school, during lunch and during advisory to do whatever it 

takes to help support and engage students. She provides literacy and reading strategies, 

in nontraditional ways so that students can stay enrolled in their CTE and elective 

classes they find more relevant, without jeopardizing their need to make progress in 

areas of reading and writing. She willingly gives her time so that students can maintain 

their courses in elective classes relevant to their post school goals. Ms. Gamboa Scott 

puts the “S” in the SDI and the “I” in the IEP – Specially designed instruction that truly 

meets the Individual Education Program needs for struggling learners.  


